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WHY A SEXUAL APOLOGETIC?
• “IT’S NOT SCIENCE THAT’S SECULARIZING AMERICANS, IT’S SEX”
• MARK REGNERUS-Professor of Sociology at the University of Texas at Austin
and a senior fellow at the Austin Institute for the Study of Family and Culture

WHY APOLOGETICS?
• ““The task of apologetics, of defending the truth of Christianity, has at least
three main aims…First, apologetics is to provide an answer to the critics of
the Christian faith, to those who seek to undermine the rational basis for
Christianity or who critique it from the standpoint of another philosophy or
religion…The second major aim of apologetics is to tear down the
intellectual idols of our culture…The third, and what I believe is the most
valuable aim of apologetics is to encourage the saints, to shore up the
church.
• R. C. Sproul

WHY ARE WE HERE NOW AND NOT BEFORE?
• Academia initiated the foundational idea of modern transgenderism: that
sex and gender are two different entities.
• Gender is a term that has psychological or cultural rather than biological
connotations. Robert Stoller, Sex and Gender: On the Development of Masculinity and Feminity
• Sexual revolution: complete shift in sexual ethics followed by a cascade of
events that occurred very quickly that transformed the way people conceive
of gender and sexual ethics.

LITERARY DECONSTRUCTION
• Literary deconstruction and Changing Language
• “By deconstructing language, transgender activists seek to change the way
people think and talk about gender and ostracize those who affirm the
gender binary of male and female.
• Literary Deconstruction is actually a radical form of skepticism that denies
inherent meaning to the world in which we live, other than the meaning
imposed upon it by humans!

HISTORY OF TRANSGENDERISM

Cult of Cybele had men self castrate
themselves and were attired in female
garments, grew their hair long and used
perfumed ointments.

MODERN TRANSGENDER MOVEMENT
• If one person can be most credited for beginning the
modern transgender movement, perhaps German
physician Magnus Hirschfeld is the best candidate.

MAGNUS HIRSCHFELD (1868-1935)
• German physician who advocated for sexual liberation from traditional
values.
• Wrote during a transitional period in the conceptualization of sexuality and
sexual ethics. It was during this time that many of todays sexual identity
categories were initially constructed.
• Hirschfeld wrote, “The human is not man or woman, but rather man and
woman.”

TRANSGENDERISM
• Hirschfeld’s paradigm presented gender as existing on a continuum
between male and female, with most people having characteristics of both.
• His work served the purpose of questioning traditional distinctions between
the sexes and thus opened the door for future generations to embrace an
ambivalent transgenderism.

HARRY BENJAMIN (1885-1986)
• German-American Endocrinologist who published:
• “The Transsexual Phenomenon” 1966
• “Gender is above and sex is below the belt.”

ROBERT STOLLER (1924-1991)
PROFESSOR OF PSYCHIATRY AT UCLA
• “Sex and Gender: On the Development of Masculinity and Femininity”
• Proposed that , “Gender is a term that has psychological or cultural rather
than biological connotations.”
• He suggested: ‘If the proper terms for sex are male and female, then the
corresponding terms for gender are masculine and feminine and these
latter maybe quite independent of biological sex.’
• While the common consensus had been that the words “sex” and “gender”
were synonymous, Stoller divided the two terms, allowing for new
categories to be introduced into language.

TERMS
• Transgender is an umbrella term for persons whose gender identity,
gender expression, or behavior does not conform to that typically
associated with the sex to which they were assigned at birth. (APA
definition)
• Gender identity: a feeling-based concept concerning how one
psychologically perceives oneself as either masculine or feminine.
• Gender Role: the overt behavior one displays in society, the role which he
plays, especially with other people, to establish his position with them
insofar as his and their evaluation of gender is concerned.

WHAT ARE THE CLAIMS AND WHAT’S AT
STAKE?
• Gender is a “just” a social construct
• We may be born with gender expressions different than our genetic sex
• We should be able to choose which gender we identify with and which roles
we want to follow.
• It is insensitive and in some places criminal to say otherwise

IS GENDER A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT?
• • John Money, Reimer twins. Founded Gender Identity Clinic at Johns Hopkins, pioneer of the field
• • “Most of the differences we observe between girls and boys are socially constructed” Henry
Gleitman, as quoted by Leonard Sax
Leonard Sax, “Why Gender Matters” 2017
• • “Our current notions of masculinity and femininity are cultural conceits” Anne Fausto-Sterling, 2000
• • “There is no sense in talking about male and female nature” Daphna Joel, Tel Aviv University, 2015
• • “On ne naît pas femme, on le devient” Simone de Beauvoir (1908-1986)
• SLIDE ATTRIBUTED TO STEVEN J. WILLING, MD, MBA

GENDER DIFFERENCES
• “We reward children who follow the sex roles we create for them while we
penalize or at least fail to reward children who don’t conform.
Parents create and reinforce differences between boys and girls.”
Professor Henry Gleitman as reported by Leonard Sax.
We nodded sagely. In clinical rotations we often encountered parents who
still clung to the quaint notion that girls and boys were different from birth.
But we knew better. Or so we thought.
Leonard Sax, “Why Gender Matters”, 2017, pp. 4

MALE-FEMALE DIFFERENCES

(WHY GENDER MATTERS, LEONARD SAX, MD, PH.D)
• Hearing
• Smell
• Risk-taking

• Response to babies
• Sex drive

• Aggression

• Attitudes toward sex

• Learning style

• Empathy vs systems orientation

• Friendships
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ANALYSIS OF "BRAIN TYPES" REVEALED THAT TYPICAL FEMALES ON AVERAGE WERE MORE
LIKELY TO BE TYPE E (EQ > SQ) OR EXTREME TYPE E AND THAT TYPICAL MALES ON AVERAGE
WERE MORE LIKELY TO BE TYPE S (SQ > EQ) OR EXTREME TYPE S.

EQ-SQ THEORY OF SEX DIFFERENCES

MALE AND FEMALE BRAINS
• Function, not structure
• Hormonal influences (congenital adrenal hyperplasia in females)
• Testosterone, Androgen receptors, CAD codon.

“THE NOTION THAT SEX
MATTERS FUNDAMENTALLY,
POWERFULLY, AND
PERVASIVELY FOR ALL OF
NEUROSCIENCE (NOT JUST
FOR REPRODUCTION)
IS AN
J
IDEA WHOSE TIME INDEED
HAS COME.”
LARRY CAHILL, EDITOR
JANUARY 2017

IMPORTANT CAVEATS.
• Both masculine and feminine personae exist along a continuum
• Some gender roles indeed are socially and culturally determined
• Significant overlap is inevitable but varies with trait.
• Many gender differences actually decrease with age and experience
• Policy is beyond the purview of this presentation
• (slide from Steven J. Willing, MD, MBA)

GENETICS AND TRANSGENDERISM
• For many people, transgenderism is a trait with which some people are born
and is similar to hair, eye, and skin color.
• A careful review of research regarding genetics and transgenderism reveals
that it is not an inherited trait.
• Current research demonstrates that genetic variations may serve as
contributing factors to the complex identity known as transgenderism.
• Essential distinction between contributing factor and causation!

GENETICS AND TRANSGENDERISM
• No one has yet discovered a “transgender” gene, nor have any genetic or
epigenetic factors been discovered that are both necessary and sufficient to
cause transgenderism.
• Scientific evidence to date clearly does not show the existence of a gene or
genes that are causative. Instead, changes to a few limited regions within the
human genome demonstrate a low level of correlation with a transgender
identity.
• The simplistic “born this way” argument is inconsistent with research.

DISORDERS OF SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT (DSD)
• The fall has touched creation itself, and every human body has been
negatively affected.
• Beyond the common experience of death and decay, this means that in rare
cases some people are born with bodies in which their genitalia are
ambiguous. These people are made in the image of God and are loved by
God. It does mean that they have unique challenges related to gender not
experienced by the vast majority of us.

DSDS
• Transgender advocates try to use DSDs as proof that there is no strict
gender binary, gender is fluid, and transgenderism is normal and
praiseworthy.
• But the strength of this argument only works to the degree that DSDs and
and transgenderism are analogous

DSDS CONTINUED
• 1) DSDs can be objectively diagnosed with known, traceable causes
(genetic)
• In contrast, no one knows what causes transgenderism, and it cannot be
diagnosed in the way DSDs are.
• 2) DSD is an objective diagnosis based on clearly defined and observable
criteria, while transgenderism is based on a person’s subjective testimony
of their psychological experience.

SEXUAL DIFFERENTIATION

CHROMOSOMES DETERMINE SEX

GONADAL DIFFERENTIATION

“ SO, GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE; IN
THE IMAGE OF GOD, HE CREATED HIM; MALE AND
FEMALE HE CREATED THEM. GENESIS 1:27

IMAGO DEI
• The image of God does not mean that God is like humans and just a lot
bigger.
• It does not mean that humans are divine and can become a “god” someday.
• It does connect to God himself: God is love, expresses mercy, and is
infinitely wise, and humans have the capacity to express these traits.
• God retains for himself: omnipresence, omnipotence, and omniscience.

IMAGO DEI CONT.
• As finite and created beings, we will never have God’s complete attributes,
be we reflect God’s image when we exercise knowledge and responsible
use of power for the good of his creation.
• God’s spiritual nature (Gen 2:7). As a consequence of the image of God,
humans have spiritual life, ethical and moral sensitivities, conscience and
the capacity to represent God

ADAM
• Adam: Hebrew word for “man” in Gen 1:27
• Though it can be used as a name, here it refers to all humans.
• By emphasizing that God made a male adam and female adam, Gen 1:27
affirms that sexuality is not an accident of nature, nor simply a biological
phenomenon.
• Instead, sexual identity and function are part of God’s will for his imagebearers.

GIFT OF GENDER
• Gender is not an accident of evolution or a mere social construction: it is
part of an intentional and purposeful plan for each person.

CHRISTIAN VIEW OF SEXUALITY INFORMED BY
GENESIS
• 1. Gender differences are innate (existing in one from birth)
• 2. Humans designed for lifelong monogamy, and celibacy apart
from marriage
• 3. We are broken, and ignoring 1&2 leads to harm
It has been argued that even if we didn’t have the Bible and
science alone, that these 3 principles would be confirmed.

CHRISTIAN VIEW OF TRANSGENDERISM
• The Christian view is more robust and suggests that transgenderism
emerges from a complex matrix of factors including one’s genetics, family of
origin, environment, response to stress and temptation, and perhaps many
other factors that remain unknown to us.
• Old Testament proscriptions against
• Cross dressing- Deuteronomy 22:5
• Mutilation of the genitals -Deuteronomy 23:1

• New Testament Reaffirms: Mark 10:6, Eph 5: 21-33, Col 3: 18, 1 Pet 3: 1-7

BIBLICAL VIEW OF THE ORIGIN
• Humans are fallen and the image of God has been marred by a historic fall
recorded in Genesis 3
• The greatest of all tragedies resulting in real moral and physical ruin for all
humanity.
• Because of this fall, our desires and wants have become distorted and
idolatrous, and these distorted desires lead to sexual immorality and chaos.

MARRIAGE & SEXUALITY
• Diversity
• Complementarity
• Interdependence and exchange

BIBLICAL MARRIAGTE
• Incorporated into human design (“natural law”)
• Lifelong, heterosexual monogamy
• Polygamy in the OT

HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE?
• Many professionals will encounter standards of care affirming
transgenderism as well as laws demanding affirmation of someone’s
transgender identity.
• Turning to one’s own values and morals is considered dangerous.
• How do I address this person?

HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE?
HOW DO I ADDRESS THIS PERSON?
• Some may adopt a “nonconformity” stance and refuse to use the new terms
of identity for a transgender person. Ex: refusing to call a MtF transgender
by a woman’s name and using female pronouns.
• Strengths:
• It rightly affirms creation standards for male and female
• Demonstrates moral courage in the face of sexual anarchy

• Weakness:
• Transgender person will likely receive the refusal to conform as an act of
hostility.

HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE
• Accommodation: as much as possible a person’s transgender terms of identification while not affirming
transgenderism
• Strengths:
• Might include a desire to keep lines of communication open with a transgender person in the hopes of
sharing Christ as well as desire to find a way to remain in an organization in order to be a voice for
righteousness. (not self righteousness!)
• Caveats:
• Have a clear understanding of the biblical stance on gender
• Do I genuinely intend to make an intentional effort to share Christ?
• Am I willing to share my convictions about gender based on Scripture, realizing others in our culture
will strongly disagree, or am I looking for a way to avoid the stigma of being a Christian?

•

!

IN CONCLUSION:
• There are no easy answers in our culture to the questions posed here!
• Avoid defensiveness
• We must seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to teach us the best way to live
under the Lordship of Christ in the most difficult circumstances.
• Luke 12:11-12 (NIV)
•

11 “When

you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not
worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the
Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”

PARTNERS

